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1.

60 THE STORY TAKES PLACE IN AN ALTERNATE HISTORY, AROUND THE 
YEAR 1996. THE WORLD HAS UNDERGONE A DEVASTATING 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC COLLAPSE. CHILDREN OUTNUMBER 
ADULTS, AND THE WORLD IS FROZEN IN A 1980S AESTHETIC. IN THIS 
WORLD, ROBOTS HAVE BEEN COMMONPLACE FOR 40 YEARS. 

0A 0A

EXT. A VEGETABLE GARDEN - DAY0A 0A

An elderly man, FREEMAN LOWELL, tends to his garden as best 
he can with a crude prosthetic arm. To his side a robot, 
DEWIE, heavily disguised in mesh and gardening implements, 
digs weeds and harvests a crop of peas.

FREEMAN
Things are getting better, little 
buddy. These are the best yet.

DEWIE
(Happy beeps)

From over the fence we hear two voices approach.

FREEMAN
(Whispering urgently) Get down, 
Dewie.

Two men pause at the gate when they see Freeman. They’re 
wearing rustic clothes, reminiscent of ancient hunters. One 
looks around with suspicion, taking in the garden and the 
prosthetics.

ORSON
You’ve done a lot of work here, old 
man. Where’s your helpers?

FREEMAN
I manage.

ORSON
Hmm.

He eyes the pile of gardening equipment that camouflages 
Dewie and his eyes narrow. Dewie shivers and a trowel falls 
away, revealing a claw that quickly picks it back up.

FREEMAN
Please, he’s not harming anyone.

SEYMOUR
It’s not a him!

Dewie wheels backwards and beeps with alarm. The two men 
enter menacingly and pull axes from their belts.
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FREEMAN
No, please, I need him.

The Nobs begin swinging their axes at the robot.

CUT TO:

INT. THE GIRL’S CARAVAN - DAY1 1

A big 1980s caravan, cluttered with toys and household items. 
A Cindi Lauper poster on the wall has robots on stage.

MABEL, a 14 year old girl with goggles and overalls is 
soldering electronics on SWITCH, a robot the size and shape 
of a watermelon.

SWITCH
Ow!

MABEL
Der, you can’t even feel anything.

SWITCH
I have plenty of sensors, thank you 
very much. If you were better at 
your job you’d know that.

MABEL
I’m doing you a favour here, ya 
spanner. I might just put you back 
on the scrap heap.

Mabel throws the welder down in mock defeat. Smoke rises.

PHOEBE, a young woman with red hair and a fiery attitude is 
sitting at the table stitching pieces on her clothes. She 
looks up, sniffing the air.

PHOEBE
Mabel! You're burning the carpet! 

MABEL
Oh, far out!

PHOEBE
Go to your workshop to do that!

MABEL
You're not my Mum.

She flips up her goggles.

PHOEBE
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I'm the closest thing you've got.

Mabel looks wounded. She clutches the pendant around her 
neck. Phoebe looks as though she has more to say but she’s 
interrupted by LUX and SHEENA. Lux is carrying canvas bags 
with vegetables and tins, while Sheena holds PIDGE, her pet 
puggle-bot.

LUX
Relax, ladies, your hero has 
returned bearing the fruits of 
victory…

Lux lays out the shopping

LUX (CONT’D)
Vegetables of victory!

PHOEBE
At least someone is helping.

She glares at Mabel who makes a face back.

LUX
Oh boy, we need a tension breaker!

Lux throws them each a cassette tape.

MABEL
Whoa, 'Jacqui Lumsden'!

PHOEBE
How did you get this?

LUX
Traded them for pumpkins!

Phoebe puts her tape into the boombox. Lux dances as she 
begins preparing lunch with CHOPPER the kitchen robot on the 
bench.

CHOPPER
I chop!!

Mabel clicks a wheel into place and Switch goes for a test 
drive on his new TRACKS.

SWITCH
Look, I can dance!

He spins on the spot.

SWITCH
This feels... fun?
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MABEL
Are you enjoying yourself?

SWITCH
This is nearly as good as working!

Switch stops suddenly.

SWITCH
Waho! Fun takes a lot of power 
though.

A shot of his battery level going rapidly. He spins again.

SWITCH (CONT’D)
Worth it!

A hose in Switch's wheels bursts and a circle of oil spurts 
onto the carpet. Phoebe jumps up.

PHOEBE
MABEL! Now look what you've done!

MABEL
It's not a big deal. It’s just oil.

PHOEBE
Clean it up! This is our home and 
we’ve all gotta look after it!

MABEL
It’s not a proper house. Why can't 
we have a real home.

PHOEBE
I’m doing the best I can, Mabel!

MABEL
You say that like someone made you 
the boss. You should go back and 
live with your Dad!

Phoebe is momentarily stunned. She turns off the music and 
stomps out. As she passes the fridge we see a photo of a 
young Phoebe with her Mum and Dad, smiling happily on a city 
street. Mabel looks regretful.

PHOEBE (OFF SCREEN)
JUST CLEAN IT UP! 

A door slams off screen and cupboard handle falls off near 
Lux. Lux looks meaningfully at Mabel who suddenly looks more 
resolute.
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MABEL
Well, she should stop being a 
dictator!

LUX
I'll fix it up.

Lux picks up Mabels rubbish and the handle and takes it all 
out.

CUT TO:

INT. TOILET1A 1A

Lux enters the bathroom and lifts the lid on a robot toilet 
throw the junk in. Switch enters behind her, one wheel 
squeaking.  

SWITCH

LUX
Check this out, Switch, Dunnybot 
can flush anything!

The toilet lid opens, Lux throws the junk in and flushes.

DUNNYBOT
*Cough cough splutter choke* It's 
stuck! *Hunnnggghh* 

The cistern begins to shake and smoke. Flush!

DUNNYBOT
Aahhhhh...

Lux flushes again but nothing happens.

LUX
Uh oh. (Yells) MABEL! DUNNYBOT IS 
BROKEN AGAIN!

MABEL (OFF SCREEN)
Urgh! 

CUT TO;

EXT. DAY, CARAVAN GARDEN2 2

Behind the caravan is a messy garden made up of raised garden 
beds, hemmed in on all sides by a junk pile. There are a LOT 
of pumpkins. PUMP, a large robot with tanks and pipes is 
talking to Mabel and Lux. Switch is watching.
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PUMP
Sorry Mabel, there's a clog in my 
system.

MABEL
It’s okay. You’ve been doing great 
for a long time now.

She starts removing a panel from the front.

PUMP
Yes, since 1976 I have pumped 3.75 
gigalitres of water.

Phoebe emerges from a hatch.

PHOEBE
What's wrong now?!

Mabel is looking inside Pump.

MABEL
Lux backed up the Dunnybot again 
and Pump blew a gasket.

PUMP
Too much fibre perhaps? 

LUX
No, it was a door handle.

PUMP
That has a very low nutritional 
content, no wonder I'm blocked. 

MABEL
She didn't EAT it. Looks like it 
broke the impeller. We’ll have to 
go scavenging.

Mabel starts packing tools into her pockets.

PHOEBE
Right, we'll go. Sheena and Lux can 
stay here with Pidge and Switch.

Mabel puts Switch into a backpack.

MABEL
He’s coming too.

PHOEBE
Don’t be stupid, if the Nobs see 
him they’ll smash him.
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SWITCH
Umm, I can stay.

MABEL
No, you can test the parts so we 
don’t pick up duds.

PHOEBE
It’s too risky.

MABEL
It’s fine. We'll stay close, in the 
old Bot Bits factory. The Nobs are 
too spooked to go inside.

Mabel finishes packing Switch and hoists him up. They exit 
through a wooden gate that's camouflaged with junk.

PHOEBE
Fine, if he has to. Just don't 
blame me if anything goes wrong...

CUT TO;

INT. TEMPLE OF NOBOTICS HQ. DAY3 3

On a large, carved chair in a stone building sits the CHIEF 
PRIMATE of Nobotics. The décor is sparse, but there are some 
religious objects made of bone and natural materials 
decorating the office. Old blueprints are spread on the desk, 
next to a plate of food. The Chief takes a big, bloody bite 
as he examines the plans.

ORSON and SEYMOUR enter, and place the head of Dewie on the 
table.

ORSON
Chief Primate, we got another 
tinskin.

The Chief Primate wipes blood from his mouth.

CHIEF PRIMATE
They just keep coming, don’t they? 
How many more of these rattlers can 
there be?

SEYMOUR
It's like people have forgotten the 
Reset already. They keep fixing 
them.

CHIEF PRIMATE
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What are we to do? I'm tired, and 
this work is endless. We need to 
finish it, once and for all.

He pushes the plate aside and unrolls a blueprint. With a 
finger he taps on a diagram of the Silver Ball, leaving a 
bloody fingerprint on it.

CHIEF PRIMATE
We need the key for Fletcher's 
airvolt tower. With that we can 
destroy every robot.

SEYMOUR
We've looked everywhere, Primate. 
It's gone.

He points to a map where areas have been marked as searched, 
but for a vacant space around the Bot Bits factory.

CHIEF PRIMATE
Everywhere except the place you're 
most likely to find it - the Bot 
Bits Factory. Go and search it, 
like you should have done years 
ago!

ORSON
But, we can't, it's too dangerous! 
People who go in there never come 
out!

CHIEF PRIMATE
Nonsense, what danger could there 
be? Fletcher's factory has been 
empty for years.

SEYMOUR
Maybe it's ghosts...

CHIEF PRIMATE
Idiots! How are we supposed to be 
rid of robots if you can't get over 
your own superstitions!

The 2 Nobs look ashamed. The Primate picks up and gestures 
with Dewie's head as he rants. 

CHIEF PRIMATE
We can't let the Reset be for 
nothing, Acolyte. What happens if 
robots return?

Seymour straightens.
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ORSON
If robots return... the earth will 
burn. 

CHIEF PRIMATE
So what do you need to do?

SEYMOUR
Um... Find the key...?

CHIEF PRIMATE
AND DESTROY THEM ALL!!

He smashes Dewie's head.

CUT TO:

INT. THE BASEMENT.4 4

We see the Silver Ball, the camera pans down through the 
ground to tunnels. Phoebe and Mabel are walking in the 
darkness. Phoebe has a torch that shines on some old crates 
with a 'Fletcher's Bot Bits' logo.

On the floor a small robot with glowing red eyes secretly 
spies on the girls, then scuttles away into the shadows.

PHOEBE
I hate it down here. There are 
ghosts for sure.

MABEL
Why would there be ghosts in a 
robot factory?

PHOEBE
I dunno, Dad says ghosts are 
everywhere. Old Fletcher is 
probably haunting this place. Can't 
you just feel it?

MABEL
Nope. I can’t. Know why?

PHOEBE
Why?

MABEL
Because ghosts don’t exist.

Phoebe makes a mocking noise.

SWITCH
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Do robots have ghosts?

MABEL & PHOEBE (IN UNISON)
No

PHOEBE
...Wait, maybe they do. You’re 
like, alive. Crap, now we’ve got 
robot ghosts to worry about too.

A sudden loud CRASH echoes from the tunnel. Phoebe grabs 
Mabel, then quickly lets her go.

PHOEBE
Gah! What the hell was that?!

MABEL
Something probably just rusted so 
bad it fell off.

More scraping noises can be heard as they cautiously approach 
a door.

PHOEBE
(Whispers) It's still moving!

The door suddenly opens and they all scream, including AGNES 
on the other side of the door.

PHOEBE
 WHO ARE YOU?!

Phoebe's torch illuminates a figure in the doorway, revealing 
Agnes. Agnes is an eccentric 30 year old woman in overalls 
covered in tools and a backpack. Wearing night vision 
goggles, she's blinded by the torchlight.

AGNES
Yeowsers! I surrender, ow!

Agnes rips off her goggles and rubs her eyes.

PHOEBE
Agnes! You scared the bejeezus out 
of us! What the hell are you doing 
down here?

Agnes is disarmingly friendly, despite the obvious 
aggression. 

AGNES
Oh wow, I can see you now. 
(Squints) Hey Mabel.
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Mabel takes her helmet off and turns on a torch.

MABEL
Hey Agnes, sorry, we didn't mean to 
blind you. Don't suppose you've 
seen any dunnybots down here?

AGNES
Yep, down there, second door. 

MABEL
Unreal, thanks. What are you doing 
down here?

PHOEBE
Who cares, let's get going before 
something even weirder than Agnes 
shows up.

AGNES
I’m trying to find a secret room... 

PHOEBE
Urgh, of course you are. Get out of 
my way, weirdo.

Phoebe pushes past Agnes and stomps through an archway.

MABEL
Sorry, she's mad at me. What room?

AGNES
Fletcher's secret room.

SWITCH
Fletcher? My maker Fletcher?!

Agnes is surprised to see Switch.

AGNES
Cool, an original 256C bot! Yeah, 
your maker! They say that during 
the Reset he hid in his factory.

MABEL
What? He can’t be alive, he was 
like a hundred, even back then.

Agnes pulls out a tatty old journal full of loose papers.

AGNES
Yeah, he was super old, but he made 
new parts for himself to stay alive 
longer - he was part robot.
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She opens to a page with a picture of Fletcher and several 
robots that look like Switch.

MABEL
No way... really? How do you know 
that?

AGNES
I was his trainee. Old Fletcher had 
been making robots for 40 years 
when I started.

We see a photo of young Agnes with Fletcher.

MABEL
That’s rad! I love fixing robots - 
I got this one working again. 
Although he’s a bit wonky.

SWITCH
Oi!

AGNES
You might like to find Fletcher too 
- he was making wireless 
electricity to power robots. 
Imagine that, little guy - no more 
batteries!

MABEL
But... that would change 
everything!

PHOEBE (OFFSCREEN)
Hurry up, I found the dunnybots!

AGNES
I guess I better go, but if you see 
anything, let me know. 

Agnes pulls a walkie talkie from her pack and hands it to 
Mabel.

AGNES
Channel 8.

Mabel goes to put the walkie talkie into a strap, revealing 
her pendant. Agnes spots it and is obviously intrigued.

PHOEBE
(Yelling) Mabel!!

Mabel rolls her eyes but hurries away. Agnes is deep in 
thought.
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PHOEBE
(Loud enough for Agnes to hear) 
What a nutter. We gotta try to make 
this place more secure.

CUT TO:

EXT. CARAVAN GARDEN. EVENING5 5

Mabel wrenches a fan shaped component out of Pump. Phoebe is 
holding the new part. Lux is watching, eating a carrot.

MABEL
Here’s the new impeller, Pump.

PUMP
Thank you, Mabel. That will work 
really well. If you can get it to 
fit.

MABEL
What?! Switch, you said this one 
would fit!

SWITCH
It will, you just have to adjust 
the diaphragm.

MABEL
You rusted out bucket of bolts!

PHOEBE
What?

MABEL
This short circuiting potato didn't 
tell me that the impeller won't 
fit! This'll take me hours!

PHOEBE
Well, it's getting dark. Let's eat.

MABEL
This wouldn't happen if we had a 
proper house. Not some stupid 
caravan where we have to hide out 
like a bunch of idiots.

PHOEBE
You'll fix it, you always do.

MABEL
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Yeah, that's the problem, you just 
expect me to keep patching 
everything up. 

A pipe falls out of Pump with a clank.

MABEL
Urgh. If we had a proper house, 
with decent solar and wiring, we 
could live like queens.

PHOEBE
The world is still too dangerous, 
believe me.

Mabel’s getting progressively more frustrated with Phoebe and 
she aggressively pulls parts out of Pump.

MABEL
We haven't had any trouble in ages. 
I just want a real home!

PHOEBE
There’s no such thing, Mabel! You 
don’t remember what it was like, 
but it wasn’t so great. My parents 
didn’t care when they sent me away.

MABEL
Well you’ve got a proper home, we 
don’t!

PHOEBE
This is still a home, Mabel. You’re 
just blind to it because I keep you 
all safe!

MABEL
Safe from what?! It's all in your 
head! You only stay here so you can 
play boss!

Phoebe holds up some robot parts from the junk pile.

PHOEBE
Right, I’m just making it up. See 
how safe Switch and Pidge are if 
I’m not around!

Phoebe climbs a ladder and disappears. Mabel keeps working 
angrily.

SWITCH
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Phoebe gets angry often... Why does 
she get so upset when you talk 
about her family?

MABEL
I dunno, because she's an emo.

Mabel puts the casing back on the pump and sits down, 
reflecting. She looks remorseful.

MABEL (CONT’D)
Well, she lost her Mum in the 
Reset, and her Dad doesn’t visit 
much. I guess that must be hard.

SWITCH
Where are your parents?

Mabel takes the locket from her neck and turns it on - a 
hologram photo of a young family in front of their house 
appears.

MABEL
They died in the Reset when I was 
really young. I grew up in the 
Boarding Schools with all the other 
kids. 

SWITCH
So does that make them your family?

Mabel looks at him sadly, and tries to feign a smile. 

CUT TO:

EXT. THE JUNK YARD EVENING6 6

Two Nobs are prowling, looking for an entrance to the 
factory. They're nervous and jumpy. A robot spy scuttles and 
they look around, brandishing axes and clubs in the direction 
of the sound.

ORSON
What was that?

SEYMOUR
I'm telling you, there are spooky 
things around here!

A blue light flickers behind a junk pile.

SEYMOUR
See?!
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The Nobs see a hidden gate and nervously approach, peeking 
through the slats.

ORSON
It's not a ghost, you twit, it's a 
rattler!

SEYMOUR
What's that kid doing with it?

ORSON
Let's find out...

They burst in to where Mabel and Switch are sitting.

ORSON
Hey kid!

Mabel jumps up, turning off the hologram, and defensively 
stands in front of Switch. 

ORSON
It’s all right kid, we’re not going 
to hurt you. Where's this bot from?

Seymour is sneaking around behind them, closer to Switch.

MABEL
(Whispers) Get behind me, Switch. 
(Louder, to the Nobs) Who are you?

ORSON
We're from the Temple of Nobotics. 
You shouldn't be with that tinskin.

MABEL
We're not hurting anyone, leave us 
alone...

Mabel backs away and turns to run, but Orson grabs her arm. 
Behind her, Seymour snatches up Switch.

MABEL
LET GO!

Mabel struggles to get free.

ORSON
C'mon now, calm down.

SWITCH
Mabel! What are they doing? Are 
these the Nobs?
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MABEL
Hey! He’s my friend, put him down!

Seymour opens the back panel on Switch. We see the battery 
readout at 71%.

SWITCH
Get out of there!!

SEYMOUR
You can’t be friends with metal.

He reaches into Switch.

SWITCH
Stop that!

With a dramatic yank Seymour rips out the power pack and 
smashes it on the ground. 

SWITCH
Maaabeeeeee..

Switch's battery readout goes 0% red and Seymour drops him.

MABEL
NOOOOoooo!!

SEYMOUR
We're here to help you kid. It is 
MoonSon's will.

Mabel breaks free and runs to Switch, crying over him. She 
tries to desperately connect the wiring.

MABEL
Switch!! Wake up! Switch!

Orson stands over Mabel & Switch threateningly with her hand 
extended towards them.

ORSON
Come with us to be saved... 

Orson spots the pendant.

ORSON
Holy MoonSon, she's got the key!

Suddenly Phoebe drops down in full  armour, brandishing a 
cricket bat. Lux follows, then Sheena. Pidge sounds an alarm 
and transforms; spikes appear in his back and then shoot at 
the Nobs. The two Nobs stumble backwards in shock, covered in 
spiky quills, and run out the gate.
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SEYMOUR
By MoonSon, we'll be back!

Mabel hugs Switch tearfully. Her gaze follows the two men 
angrily as her friends kneel down beside her in solidarity.

FADE TO BLACK. END OF EPISODE 2.

INT. TEMPLE OF NOBOTICS HQ7 7

Chief Primate takes a large timber box from behind his desk. 
The box is covered in symbols that are strangely pagan yet 
modern. He opens it and from within he unwraps a futuristic 
looking rifle. 

CHIEF PRIMATE
MoonSon, is it wrong to use the 
tools of evil if we do good with 
them?

Footsteps approach and he quickly closes the case, looking 
guilty. The 2 Nob Acolytes burst in to the room, still 
pulling out spikes and covered in sores.

SEYMOUR
Primate, we found it. We found the 
key!

The Primate looks up and nods, a determined expression on his 
face. He holds out a hand.

CHIEF PRIMATE
It looks like you had some trouble, 
Acolyte. Now give it to me.

The Nobs look a bit worried now.

ORSON
I'm sorry, Primate, um, we don't 
actually have it, but we know where 
it is. A child has it.

CHIEF PRIMATE
Why did you not take it from them?!

SEYMOUR
She has friends, with armour and 
weapons. Maybe other robots too.

CHIEF PRIMATE
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Grown Acolytes, scared of children! 
MoonSon save us from such 
incompetence. If only we still had 
the congregation of Nobotics that 
we once did.

The Primate takes the weapon from its case and flicks a 
lever. The gun hums to life.

CHIEF PRIMATE
It seems that drastic measures are 
required.

The gun crackles with electricity.

CUT TO:

INT. THE GIRL’S CARAVAN NIGHT8 8

Phoebe is leaning on the hatch, Sheena is on the couch 
hugging Pidge, Lux is looking through the cupboard. Mabel is 
upset, kneeling by Switch and holding a walkie talkie.

MABEL
Agnes,  come in Agnes!

There's a pause and then the walkie talkie crackles.

AGNES
Mabel? This is Agnes, over.

MABEL
Agnes! The Nobs got Switch, we 
think he's... 

AGNES
I'll be right there, Mabel, don't 
worry!

MABEL
Hurry, okay? 

Sheena whispers to Pidge.

PIDGE
Will the Nobs come back?

Phoebe looks grim.

CUT TO:

EXT. THE SILVER BALL8A 8A
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Clouds move past the ball as night falls.

CUT TO:

INT. THE GIRL’S CARAVAN NIGHT9 9

PHOEBE
If we lock the hatches and stay 
quiet, they might not find us.

LUX
Maybe we scared them off for good?

PHOEBE
Not if there are more of them. We 
might have to fight our way out. 

On the bench, Chopper starts slicing.

CHOPPER
I chop!

There's a noise and a loud knock on the hatch and the girls 
gasp and leap to defensive positions. 

PHOEBE
Who's there?!

AGNES
It's just me, Agnes!

Phoebe moves aside and lets Agnes in. She moves straight to 
Switch. 

MABEL
Agnes! They destroyed his 
powerpack!  

AGNES
Oh no. That had his backup drive. I 
don't know if we can find a 
replacement.

Mabel hands Agnes a powerpack.

MABEL
Can we adapt this one? It's from a 
Microbee TVbot. 

AGNES
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That might be a temporary fix... 
worth a shot!

Mabel retrieves some parts and hands them to Agnes. In the 
background, Phoebe is securing the door, and Lux is putting 
bigger knives on Chopper. Sheena is patting Pidge.

AGNES
This bot has some really unusual 
wiring.

MABEL
His name's Switch.

AGNES
His name? How funny. These little 
guys were just workerbots. There 
used to be hundreds of them. Before 
the Nobs, that is. Someone has done 
a lot of mods here. Was that you?

MABEL
Mostly. 

AGNES
Oh my. You have a really unusual 
style. Okay, shall we give it a go?

Mabel pulls a lever and waits for a moment, and Switch 
reboots.

SWITCH
(Electric Dreams sample) Hello 
hello hello

MABEL
Switch! You're okay!

She hugs him with joy.

SWITCH
(Terminator sample) I need your 
clothes, your boots and your 
motorcycle.

MABEL
What? What are you talking about? 
Is he okay?

The girls all gather around, looking concerned. 

SWITCH
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(Short Circuit sample) Number 5 is 
alive!

AGNES
We might have to go and get a 
better power supply. 

MABEL
I dunno, maybe he'll come good?

SWITCH
(2001 sample) Dave, my mind is 
going. I can feel it.

MABEL
Um, okay. What do we do? 

AGNES
We need to go back to the factory.

PHOEBE
That's crazy, the Nobs know we're 
here now.

AGNES
I think I know how we can save 
Switch and stop the Nobs!

PHOEBE
Here we go. Your crazy ideas just 
make things worse!

MABEL
Hear her out, Phoebe.

Phoebe isn't happy. She crosses her arms but listens.

AGNES
I gotta show you guys something.

Agnes pulls out her journal and shows them some sketches.

AGNES
Fletcher was building a big 
wireless electricity tower, he 
called it air-volt. All of his 
robots were designed to work from 
it but The Reset happened before he 
finished.

Phoebe is looking at a picture of the antechamber in the 
journal, not yet convinced.

PHOEBE



23.

Where did you get all of this from?

AGNES
I've been investigating ever since 
the reset.

PHOEBE
Hmmm. Even if it's true, how do you 
know it will work? It's dangerous 
for us to go anywhere now.

AGNES
Fletcher was a genius. IS a genius. 
It'll work. We just need to find 
the key and plug it in.

MABEL
The Nobs said I had a key, but I 
don't know what they meant.

Agnes flips a page to reveal a diagram of Mabel's pendant. 
Mabel's eyes widen as she pulls it from her neck.

AGNES
Now we just need to find the 
transmission room to turn it on.

CUT TO:

INT. THE BASEMENT10 10

The whole team, Mabel, Switch, Phoebe, Agnes, Sheena and Lux 
are exploring the basement tunnels.

LUX
Is anyone else getting the heebie 
jeebies?

PHOEBE
See?! I hate these freaking 
tunnels, they're haunted.

LUX
Aw man, seriously?

MABEL
Yeah, by robot ghosts.

LUX
Really?!

MABEL
Of course not! Der.
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Lux doesn’t look convinced.

MABEL (CONT'D)
Do you know where you're going, 
Agnes?

Agnes is a few metres ahead, looking around often, mumbling 
and analysing her journal.

AGNES
We're nearly there. I found a room 
that was in Fletcher's notes...

SMASH TO:

INT. THE ANTECHAMBER11 11

We see a large, dark room. The far wall is covered in a 
stylised art deco mural depicting a utopian, futurist world. 
A circular table is in the centre. In the centre of the table 
is a model of a futuristic city; standing prominently in the 
model is a tall, thin pyramid and a big white sphere. A light 
illuminates the table from above, but it flickers and wanes.

AGNES
It feels close, right? There's got 
to be something here, but it's a 
dead end!

LUX
Are we literally in Raiders of the 
Lost Ark right now? Look out for 
darts!

Agnes opens her journal on the table. Mabel looks closely at 
the model, curious.

MABEL
Agnes, what is this thing?

AGNES
It's a model of the Trylon and 
Perisphere. Fletcher loved it.

MABEL
Yeah, I've seen it before... on the 
crates in the factory. But it was 
different, closer together. Like..

Mabel tries jiggling the pieces and they move on little 
tracks, like a puzzle. She moves the Trylon and Perisphere 
together.
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MABEL
Yeah, like that!

The model clicks and whirs. A pause, and then the mural 
shudders, letting off a cloud of dust. Mechanical noises 
sound from within the wall, and the gang all look to each 
other nervously. A door opens slowly with a pressurising hiss 
and we see a big, dark room lit with some dim lamps and lots 
of flickering lights.

From the darkness we see movement, and we hear slow, loud, 
metallic footsteps. It's ominous, and the gang all take a 
step backwards.

A tall, golden humanoid robot steps into the light.

RALPH
It's been 87,723 hours since this 
door was open.

AGNES
Ralph! It's me, Agnes. 

RALPH
Agnes, a pleasure to see you again. 
Come through.

INT. FLETCHER’S SANCTUARY12 12

They follow Ralph through the doorway and we see Fletcher in 
a large hospital bed, connected to all sorts of machines. 
He's very old, frail and tired. Dozens of other robots, none 
of them functioning, line the walls.

FLETCHER
Visitors? Ralph? Who is it?

AGNES
Fletcher! I knew you were here 
somewhere, I just knew it!

FLETCHER
Who's there? Young Agnes, how good 
it is to see you. It's been a few 
years.

AGNES
Ten, sir. At least ten.

FLETCHER
Have I been down here so long? I'm 
so glad that you've come to say 
goodbye.
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AGNES
Don't say that. We can help you! 
Just tell us what to do, and we'll 
get you powered right back up 
again, tickety boo!

FLETCHER
Dear girl, it's too late. We're out 
of power, out of life.

AGNES
I've been studying your notes, at 
least, the ones I could find. Maybe 
Mabel and I can turn on the air-
volt tower!

FLETCHER
Mabel? Just before the Reset, my 
chief programmer had a baby named 
Mabel. Is that you?

MABEL
I.. I don't know. My Mum was a 
programmer, I think.

Fletcher reaches his hand out toward Mabel.

FLETCHER
I see her. She was a very bright 
woman, your mother. Electric Ralph 
here is almost a brother to you, 
you know. Your mother programmed 
him. He's a good soul. Cared for me 
every day for the past ten years.

AGNES
You're Grace's daughter?! She was a 
genius.

MABEL
I guess I always knew my parents 
must have been into robots. I wish 
I'd gotten to know them.

FLETCHER
Well they're very much here with us 
now. 

PHOEBE
I knew it, ghosts!

Fletcher chuckles weakly. His lights are dimming and the 
machines beep less frequently now.
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FLETCHER
No my dear. In Mabel. I can see 
them in Mabel. I wish they were 
still here too. Mabel's father was 
the last one to have the key to the 
tower. He built it. We can't 
possibly turn it on without that 
key. *Cough* And with it, all of my 
robot friends here would come back 
to life.

He lies back in his bed, exhausted. Mabel grabs her pendant.

MABEL
We have the key!

Fletcher very weakly opens his eyes but can't move. The 
lights are dimmed and the machines barely make noise anymore. 
Mabel shows him the pendant and he smiles.

FLETCHER
I see. Now Ralph can show you the 
way... to a better world...

The lights go off and the noises stop. Electric Ralph draws a 
sheet over Fletcher. His lights are fading and he's slowing.

RALPH
The master directed that I show you 
to the transmission room. We'd best 
hurry.

Switch's power readout says 3%.

FADE TO BLACK.

EXT. THE JUNK YARD. NIGHT.13 13

The Primate and 4 other Nobs are searching for signs of the 
girls' home. The Primate has the EMP rifle and a battery pack 
on his back. Behind them we see the silver ball.

NOB 1
They came out here, Primate. Behind 
this junk.

CHIEF PRIMATE
Tear it apart. Find them!

The Nobs start tearing junk away. A caravan door is revealed.

INT. TRANSMISSION ROOM14 14
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The gang rush towards the camera out of the darkness. They 
gather around a panels of buttons, levers and screens. Ralph 
turns on a lamp in his chest.

MABEL
This is it! Agnes, how do we turn 
it on?

Agnes puts down her journal and begins madly flipping through 
pages. Switch's power readout is flashing red on 1%.

SWITCH
(Transformers) I fear the wounds 
are fatal...

MABEL
Oh no! He's dying! Hurry, Agnes!

Switch's eyes begin to dim. Agnes is furiously comparing her 
journal to one of the panels. She points to a hole.

AGNES
Here, it goes here. I need your 
locket!

Mabel holds her locket and pauses.

MABEL
I get it back, right?

AGNES
No Mabel, it's the final part of 
the machine.

Mabel holds the pendant and looks over her shoulder at Switch 
and back to the panel. She looks torn. Decisively she snaps 
the necklace and places the locket into the panel. Nothing 
happens. Switch goes dark. 

Mabel hunches over the machine, worried, thinking.

MABEL
Wait, maybe...

She turns on the hologram and spins the locket through images 
of her friends and her family, until it lands on one of her 
and her parents in front of their house.

The computer hums and lights up. Electricity crackles around 
the room. It covers Switch and Electric Ralph for a moment, 
and they come back to life. Everyone jumps with joy as the 
lights come on. Switch's power readout is 100% green.

SWITCH
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I'm over all of these near death 
experiences. Can't you all just be 
more careful?!

MABEL
Switch! It's so good to have you 
back!

CUT TO:

INT. FLETCHER’S SANCTUARY15 15

In the bunker, several of the robots are coming to life. 
Fletcher has mysteriously disappeared, leaving an empty 
sheet. Lights are coming on through the tunnels.

CUT TO:

EXT. THE JUNK YARD. NIGHT.16 16

The Nobs have found the caravan, but there's nobody inside.

CHIEF PRIMATE
Definite signs of Robot worship 
here. Destroy it!

NOB HENCHMAN 1
I'll take care of it.

He takes off his backpack and removes sticks of dynamite, 
putting them down and lighting a long fuse. Behind them, the 
silver ball begins to crackle with electricity, like a giant 
plasma globe.

CHIEF PRIMATE
What new devilry is this?

NOB 1
Gods of the green, what have they 
done?

The Chief Primate looks determinedly toward the ball and 
cocks his gun.

CHIEF PRIMATE
We'll put a stop to this.

A robot leaning in the junk comes to life and moves.

NOBS (IN UNISON)
Robots! They're attacking!
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The Primate shoots it with an electromagnetic pulse and the 
robot falls.

Agnes and the gang are right behind and run to help. A 
showdown begins; Mabel shields Switch, Phoebe runs to attack 
the Nobs, Agnes shields Ralph from the Nob henchmen. Other 
robots are joining to help the defence.

CHIEF PRIMATE
Step away from those abominations!

He shoots another robot.

NOB 1
Get out of here, children! Leave 
while you can!

He smashes a robot with a club. Phoebe runs to save it, 
pushing the Nob aside.

PHOEBE
Mabel, take Switch and get out of 
here!

We see the fuse on the dynamite is short now.

CHIEF PRIMATE
We won't be stopped by children! 
This time nothing will save you 
metal devils!

Suddenly the front of the caravan explodes! Everyone is 
knocked to the ground, except Ralph. Henchman 1 and the 
Primate were close to the explosion and haven't fared well.

Ralph crushes the Primate's rifle underfoot.

PHOEBE
Mabel, are you all right? Mabel!

MABEL
Yeah, yeah, I think so. What the 
hell. Ow. Lux, Sheena, are you guys 
okay? Agnes?

The Primate is getting to his feet slowly. Looking down he 
sees a piece of metal wedged into his chest.

CHIEF PRIMATE
The robot demons have me. Damn 
these metal beasts.

Ralph comes to his aid. He lifts him up and carries him.
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RALPH
You are damaged, I will repair you.

He takes him back around the corner. Henchman 2 follows. We 
can hear them off camera;

CHIEF PRIMATE
NO! NO! Unhand me devil machine! 
Put me down! Brother, help me!

RALPH
Sshhh now, funny man. You'll be 
okay. I'll take care of you.

The gang are all regrouping with the wreckage of the caravan 
behind them. They're a bit charred and scraped, but 
everyone's okay. Henchman 1 is still unconscious, Nob 2 
sneaks away in the background.

LUX
Oh no, Pump and Chopper and little 
Bob were in there!

PHOEBE
You know what, I reckon it'll be 
okay. Mabel and Agnes will fix 
them. They always do.

Mabel, covered in soot, nods with a melancholy smile.

SHEENA / PIDGE
So, where are we going to live now?

MABEL
Well, I think it was past time we 
made a new home anyway. What do you 
think, Phoebes?

Phoebe puts her arm around Mabel.

PHOEBE
Looks like you get your way after 
all, Mabes.

FADE TO:

INT. FLETCHER’S SANCTUARY17 17

The Chief Primate is in Fletcher's bed, hooked up to 
machines. He looks grumpy. Electric Ralph serves him a roo 
burger on a tray.

RALPH



32.

There you go, Sir. Your favourite.

CHIEF PRIMATE
Hmph. Just because you make a good 
burger doesn't make us friends.

He takes a bite and is delighted.

CHIEF PRIMATE (CONT'D)
Mmmf, but it really is good. How 
does a metallic beast like you hunt 
for meat? They must see you coming!

RALPH
That's not kangaroo meat, Sir. It's 
a special soy meat substitute that 
I grow in the lab. I'm glad you 
like it.

The Chief Primate begins to cry. But he eats the burger all 
the same.

FADE TO:

EXT. THE JUNK YARD. DAY18 18

The junk has been cleared away from the caravan, and the 
front of it has been repaired - it's held together with gaffa 
tape, planks of wood and rope. Nob 1 is painting the front, 
and now it looks a little bit like Mabel's home from her 
hologram photo. Behind them the silver ball sparks with 
electricity.

Mabel and Switch exit the caravan through the new front door 
with badminton racquets, and stop by Phoebe.

PHOEBE
How are you doing?

SWITCH
Much better now, thank you. I no 
longer suffer from power anxiety. 
My processing capacity is much 
better.

PHOEBE
And you, Mabes?

MABEL
A little anxiety. Limited mental 
capacity.

She smiles. Phoebe laughs.
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PHOEBE
Don't be too hard on yourself. 
(Pauses) And I'm sorry for being 
hard on you too.

MABEL
You were just trying to keep us 
safe, I see that now.

Behind them Lux and some robots are setting up cricket 
stumps. Henchman 1 puts on some old cricket pads and a robot 
helmet.

PHOEBE
I guess I could have been nicer 
about it though.

MABEL
Same. I'm sorry about what I said 
about you only staying here to be 
boss. I think if you could go home, 
to your real home, you probably 
would.

Phoebe looks down in thought.

MABEL (CONT’D)
So I guess you can't, and you don't 
want to talk about that. But maybe 
one day you will wanna talk about 
it. And I'll be here for you then.

Phoebe puts her arm around Mabel in a hug.

PHOEBE
Kinda like family, huh? Thanks 
Mabes.

Phoebe puts a tape into a boombox. Upbeat music starts as 
Henchman 1 & 2 play cricket with Phoebe, Lux and the robots. 
A battered Pump is helping Sheena and Pidge in the garden.

Mabel starts showing Switch how to play badminton.

FADE OUT


